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Even novelists are including bibliographies in their work these
days, so while this book is meant for general readers and does not have
those troublesome and odd-looking little numbers in the text or the
crabbed and overstutfed pages of endnotes, a very brief bibliography is
certainly in order. It is part tribute to the works that have inspired the
essay above and part guide to the materials 1 have used. Some of the
material comes from thirty-odd years of teaching notes, the time I have
been in harness teaching history to college students. [ have included pas-
sages from other books of mine, including Past Imperfect: Facts, Fictions,
and Fraud in American History (New York: PublicAffairs, 2004), Sensory
Worlds in Early America (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University, 2003),
and Seven Fires: The Urban Infernos That Reshaped America (New York:
PublicAffairs, 2006). Other bits and pieces came from conversations with
friends and colleagues.

I have given references in the text to sources quoted but have omitted
page numbers when the text is available on the Web. The bibliography in-
dicates the version or translation of the text 1 used. Readers of Erasmus's
In Praise of Folly {Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1958), quota-
tions on pp. 4 and 143, and Edward Hallett Carr’s What Is History? (New
York: Knopf, 1962) will see my debt to their erudition. When I went to
graduate school, Carr was the standard short work on historical method.
I found it fascinating and still do. Quotations from it come from pp. 33,
35, and 133. Jacques Barzun and Henry F. Graff's The Modern Researcher
(New York: Harcourt Brace, 1957) was a little dry, but it has gone through
multiple editions, so someone out there must be assigning it to classes.
Like Barzun and Gratf, most of the books students are assigned these days
focus solely on methods—how to rescarch a topic, how to prepare a paper,
and the like. These come in little sealed packages, “shrink wrapped” with
huge and expensive textbooks in history. I've even coauthored one my-
self. Reading and Writing American History, 3rd ed., 2 vols. (2003). A nice,
earnest, but not entirely convincing attempt to go beyond deconstruction
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is Joyce Applcby, Lynn Hunl, and Margaret Jacob's Telling the Truth about
History (New York: Norton, 1994). 1 have in the past asked my graduate
students to read portions of Peter Novick's spicy yet morally profound
That Noble Dream: The “Objectivity Question” and the American Historical
Profession (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988). The quotation
came from p. 17.

Finally, those of us who remember Richard Armour’s It All Started with
Columbus and It Would Have Startled Columbus (New York: McGraw Hill,
1953} (quotations from pp. 6, 7, 8, and g.of the former) and Dave Barrys
Dave Barry Slept Here: A Sort of History of the United States (New York:
Random House, 1989) will recognize the tone of respectful irreverence in
the pages above.

Legal references are courtesy of Lexis.com, combined federal and state
cases, The New York Times articles can be found online at www.nytimes.
com. The AHA presidential addresses all are online at www.historians.org,
the AHA Web site.

The chapter cpigraphs come from Carl Becker, Detachment and the
Writing of History, ed. Phil L. Snyder (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press,
1958). pp. 65, 44, and 157; David Hackett Fischer, Historians’ Fallacies: To-
ward a Logic of Historical Thought (New York: Harper, 1970), pp. 200, 78
(and on Nevins, pp. 46-47); Allan Nevins, The Gateway lo History, rev. ed.
(New York: D. C. Heath, 1962), p. 238; Frederick Jackson Turner, The Fron-
tier in American History (New York: Holt, 1935), p. 3; Bernard Bailyn, the
Intellectual Origins of the American Revolution (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1967), pp. 9, 20~21; Gertrude Himmelfarb, “Postmodern-
ist History" [1994), reprinted in Reconstructing History: The Emergence of
a New Historical Society, ed. Elizabeth Fox Genovese and Elisabeth Lasch
Quinn (New York: Routledge, 1999), p. 80; Stephen Ambrose quoted in
Susan Larson, “Undaunted Courage,” New Orleans Times-Picayune, Octo-
ber 6, 2002, Living section, p. 1.

Wilthelm Dilthey, Pattern and Meaning in History, ed. H. P. Rickman
and translated by B. G. ‘feubner (1911; repr., New York: Harper, 1962), p.
140, opens the preface, and rightly so, for Dilthey was one of the most
profound premadern thinkers about historical method. 1 am grateful
to Monty Python Ltd. for allowing their material to become public
and fair use exception in our copyright laws for allowing me to quote
snippets.

For Handlin's revealing personal reminiscence in the Introduction, see
Oscar Handlin, Truth in History (Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
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1979), pp. 38-39. Allan Megill's collection of earlier critical pieces, Histori-
cal Knowledge, Historical Error: A Contemporary Guide to Practice (Chi-
cago: University of Chicago, 2007), quotations on pp. x, 13, and 213, came
to hand as 1 was near the end of this essay, but | have read it with awe and
some dread. I am not sure that | qualify as one of Megill's “true histori-
ans” (somcthing like Molester Mole’s secret list in Walt Kelly’s Pogo strip,
to be feared but not revealed), but 1 hope so. At any rate, I think I fit the
description he gives of the “dinosaurs” who learned method before the
“cultural turn” revealed that Foucault and his comrades were models to
be copied. Hayden White, 1ie Content of the Form: Narrative Discourse
and Historical Representation (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
1990), pp. 1, 49, buries its ;r¢ssimism about knowing the past under lavers
of philosophical debris—hard going, but the message comes clear: history
is just a form of rhetoric.

Daniel Little, “Philosophy of History,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philos-
ophy, hitp://plato.stanford.cdu/entries/history/, posted February 18, 2007,
is the source of the introduction’s quotation on the philosophy of history.
Bury, Fustel de Coulanges, and von Ranke appeared in my dog-eared copy
of Fritz Stern, ed., The Varicties of History (New York: Meridian, 1956}, on
PP- 208, 178, and 55. G. R. Elton, The Practice of History {(New York: Crow-
ell, 1967), tells us not to worry about historical truth. The quotations are
from pp. 17 and 46.

Mare Bloch, The Historian’s Craft, trans. Peter Putnam (New York:
Vintage, 1953), pp. 22 and 47 and, on moral judgments (discussed in
Chapter 9}, 139 and 140, is a book of luminous wisdom and is still in-
spiring after all these years. Carole Fink’s Marc Bloch: A Life in History
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989) is excellent and admir-
ing. In Chapter 9, the quotation on Bloch’s view of history as politics
appears on p. 249, and Bloch’s letter to Febvre on evil is reproduced in
part on p. 205.

Jacques Barzun’s lament in the Introduction appeared in Clio and the
Doctors: Psycho-History and Quanto-History (Chicago: University of Chi+
cago Press, 1974), p. 3. John Tosh's The Pursuit of History, rev. 3rd ed. (New
York: Longman, 2002), finds the comparison between history and the sci-
ences “perhaps somewhat contrived” (p. 178). Quite right. The philoso-
pher Morris R. Cohen had the last word, though he published sixty years
ago and is rarely read today. He concluded that history was simply a dis-
tinctive way of “organizing human knowledge™ Cohen, The Meaning of
Human History (LaSalle, IL: Open Courl, 1947), p. 41.



Barbara J. Shapiro's A Culture of Fact: England, 1550~1720 (Ithaca: Cor-
nell University Press, 2003), mentioned in chapter 1, discusses the rise of
the profession of history and its “facts” on pp. 34-62, with quotation on p.
34. George Crecl recalls his motives in World War, 1914-1918 (New York:
Harper, 1920), p. 5.

Socrates extols reason in Plato, The Republic, 4rans. Benjamin Jowett
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1888), p. 327. The standard scholarly edition
of the three volumes of Aristotle’s Organon is Harvard University Press’s
(1938-52). For Aquinas, see Anton Charles Pegis, ed., Basic Writing of
Saint Thomas Aquinas (New York: Random House, 1945), p. 23. Thomas
Paine’s Age of Reason [1795] is in The Complete Writings of Thomas Paine
(New York: Citadel, 1945); the quotation is from p. s96. The Philosophi-
cal Writings of Descartes, trans. Anthony Kenny (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1991), vol. 1, p. 120, supplies Descartes’s method, and p.
200 connects our powers of knowing to a good God. John Locke, in Essay
Concerning Human Understanding. ed. Kenneth P. Winkler (Indianapolis:
Hackett, 1995), p. 313, supplies another way of knowing.

Edward Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman FEmpire (Whitefish,
MT: Kessinger, 2004), vol. 3, p. 548, summarizes the case for religion as a
(malevolent) cause. John Marshall, The Life of George Washington (Phila-
delphia: Crissy, 1836), vol. 1, p. 108, is the source of the quote from Wash-
ington. Peter Oliver, Origin and Progress of the American Rebellion, cd.
Douglas Adair and John A. Schutz (1781; repr., Stanford University Press,
1961), 148-49, ofters the loyalist counterargument. Hegel can be found in
Hegel’s Science of Logic, trans. A. V. Miller (London: Routledge, 2002), p.
82. Francis Fukuyama, The End of History and the Last Man (New York:
Harper, 1992), p. 215, notes the contradiction in national history based on
universal principles.

On atrocitics (there were more than we once thought) in the English
Civil Wars, see Barbara Donagan, "Atrocity, War Crimes and Treason in
the English Civil War," American Historical Review 99 (October 1994):
1137-66. Thomas Hobbes reveals the secrets of Leviathan, or, The Matter,
Eorm, and Power of a Common-wealth Ecclesiastical and Civil (London:
Routledge, 1885), on p. 8s. John Aubrey told the story about Hobbes. See
Brief Lives, ed. Anthony Powell (New York: Scribners, 1949}, p. 150,

Like Cohen, Karl Popper was not a historian, but The Poverty of Histor-
icism {1957; repr., London: Routledge, 2002) is a classic statement of the
humane limitations of historical inquiry. The quotations are from pp. 46
and 81. John Hobson, Imperialism: A Study (London: Nisbet, 1902), 241,
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explains why imperialism was a necessary good. ! used Laurence Sterne,
The Life and Opini:ns of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman (Ware: Wordsworth,
1996); quotations ir. Chapters 1 and 6 are on pp. 8 and 236 respectively.

The reference to “institutes” in Chapter 1 can be explored more fully in
Robin Wilson, “New Centers Bring Tradition to a Study of U.S. History.”
Chronicle of Higher Education, March 16, 2007, p. A1o. The quotation from
Festinger appears in Leon Festinger, A Theory of Cognitive Dissonance
(Evanston, IL: Row, Peterson, 1957), p. 18.

Most textbooks and treatises on formal logic are above my head. For
the basics provided in Chapter 1, I have relied on Thomas Gilovich, How
We Know [t Isn't So: The Fallibility of Reason in Fveryday Life (New York:
Free Press, 1993); Robert Todd Carroll, The Skeptics Dictionary {(New
York: Wiley, 2003); and Howard T. Kahane and Nancy Cavender, Logic
and Contemporary Riietoric, 10th ed. (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2006).

I read Fischer's Historians® Fallacies, discussed in Chapter 2, when | was
just starting my teaching career, and its lessons remain with me. Threc vears
later, 1 came upon Ernest R. May’s “Lessons” of the Past: The Use and Misuse
of History in American Forcign Policy (Ncw York: Oxford University Press,
1973), a reminder that readers of history can mistake its teachings.

Daniel Boorstin's The Amicricans: The National Experience (New York:
Random House, 1965). pp. 55, 183, 191, makes hasly generalizations about
slaves. David M. Kennedy'’s Freedom from Fear (New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1999), p. 380, makes a hasty generalization about FDR, but
it is a reasonable one. Justice Hugo Black’s words are repeated in Peter
Trons, Justice at War: ‘The Story of the Japanese American Internment Cases
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983), p. 357.

Francis Parkman generalized about northeastern Indians partly on the
basis of his experiences with the Plains Indians he met as a Harvard un-
dergraduate years before he began writing his magisterial France and Eng-
land in America. He was also, as 2 Boston Brahmin, a tried and true An-
glophile. The quotation can be found in Parkman, a collection of portions
of his books from the Library of America (New York: Library of America,
1983), p. 369. Henry Cabot Lodge published his speech, with its view of
race, in Speeches and Addresses of Henry Cabot Lodge, 1884-1909 (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1909), p. 262. David Landes’s far more sophisticated
stercotyping appears in his The Wealth and Poverty of Nations: Why Some
Are So Rich and Some So Poor (New York: Norlon, 1998}, pp. 512-13.

‘the story of the National History Standards presented in Chapter 2
comes from my Past Imperfect, pp. 98-114. but students of this episode
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should consult Gary B. Nash, Charlotte Crabtree, and Ross E. Dunn, His-
tory on Trial: Culture Wars and the Teaching of the Past (New York: Vin-
tage, 2000). Newt Gingrich speaks to us in “Why Pear] Harbor Is Still
Relevant—Now More Than Ever,” May 14, 2007, www.humanevents.com/
article.php?id=2071s.

On abortion proponents, 1 used David Garrow, Liberty and Sexual-
ity: The Right to Privacy and the Making of Roe v. Wade (New York: Mac-
millan, 1994); James Risen and Judy L. Thomas, Wrath of Angels: The
American Abartion War {New York: Basic Books, 1998); and my own Roe
v. Wade: The Abortion Rights Controversy in American History, coauthored
with N. E. H. Hull (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2001).

The highly charged exchange about book reviews and reviewers men-
tioned in Chapter 2 comes from the “Communications” pages of the
American Histarical Review 105 (2000): 1871-72. The ducling professors X
and Y are, respectively, Alan M. Dershowilz (www.alandershowitz.com)
and Norman Finkelstein (www.normanfinkelstein.com). Though their
Web sites are not recommended for the faint-hearted, the rcader may
search them, as I did, for the comments quoted above and many more
like them. The tenure battle story appears in Jennifer Howard, “DePaul U.
Turns Norman Finkelstein Down for Tenure,” Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion, June 11, 2007 p. AS.

My source for Chapter 2s story behind the brief in Webster was a con-
versation with James C. Mohr, the lead author. For the Robert Caro quo-
tations, see The Power Broker: Robert Moses and the Fall of New York (New
York: Knopf, 1974), pp. 1161-62. Paul Johnson, Modern Times: The World
Srom the Twenties to the Eighties (New York: Harper and Row, 1983), p.
659, describes war and economics; David Halberstam, The Fifties (New
York: Fawcett, 1993), p- 144, is lhe source of the quotation on suburbia.
Bernard Bailyn's call for the narrative synthesis came at the 1981 AHA
meeting and was published as “lhe Challenge of Modern Historiography,”
American Historical Review 87 (1982): 1-24. The quotation is from p. 12.

In 1963, at the University of Rochester, Willson H. Coates told the stu-
dents in his historical methods course about his rule of thumb. I was im-
pressed then and remain so now. Coates was a historian's historian—kindly,
precise, and above all wise. James McPherson, ed., The Atlas of the Civil
War (Philadelphia: Running Press, 2005), p. 142, reports the figure of seven
thousand. Gordon Rhea, Cold Harbor: Grant and Lee, May 26-June 3, 1864
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2002), p. 386, estimates
three thousand casualties. For Westmoreland, see Patricia Sullivan, “General



Commanded Troops in Vietnam,” Washington Post, July 19, 2005, p. A1 Re-
nata Adler’s Reckless Disregard (New York: Knopf, 1988) is a classic.

Paul Cameron is the subject (and author) in many blog sites. For
the quotation in Chapter 2, see www.splcenter.org/intelfintelreport/
article.jsp?aid=587. R. R. Palmer speaks of comparisons and changes in
word usage in The Age of Democratic Revolution: The Chullenge (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1959). The quotations are from pp. 13 and 21,

The Gary Becker/Richard Posner blog, January 23, 2005, featured Judge
Richard Posner’s comments on profiling Hispanics. See www.becker-posner-
blog.com/archives/2005/01/comment_on_prof.htm).

For Chapter 3% quote on the blundering generation, see James G. Ran-
dall, “The Blundering Generation,” Mississippi Valley Historical Review 27
(1940): 7, 8. Not by accident, the piece appeared as the United States tee-
tered on the brink of entering World War 1. Randall concluded that “in
the present troubled age” policy makers ought to pay more attention to
the horrible realities of war than its heroic romances (pp. 27-28). The
presidential debate in which Michael Dukakis expressed his opposition to
the death penalty can be found at www.debates.org/pages/trans88a.htm.

Malkin and Coulter quotes in Chapter 3 appear in Web sites plugging
their books as well as Ann Coulter’s Slander: Liberal Lies about the Ameri-
can Right (New York: Crown, 2002), p. 6, and Michelle Malkin at www,
jewishworldreview.com/michelle/malkinioogor.asp. Philip Roth bares his
soul in Operation Shylock: A Confession (New York: Simon and Schus-
ter, 1993). The quotation is from p. 397 David Horowitz quotations come
from his Web site, frontpagemag.com. Sce David Horowitz on Marable at
wwi.frontpagemag.com/Articles/Read.aspx?GUILY'66E73ED7-4575-49E4-
AE9B-17F7BsAs7F51. The ariginal blurb for the book by Horowitz on his
frontpagemagazine.com has disappeared from the Web, confusing observ-
ers who are trying to figure out what the critics of the book are saying.
The disappearance of the original blurb is also an object lesson in the
dangers of using Web sites as sources! )

Boethius consoles us in The Consolation of Philosophy. trans. Joel Rehi-
han (Indianapolis: Hackett, 2000), pp. 7-8. The Apologia and Other Works
of Socrates is the reprint of the superb Benjamin Jowett translation (repr.,
Whitefish, MT: Kessinger, 2004); the quotation is from p. 14.

Jefferson included Logan’s oration in his Notes on the State of Virginia,
ed. William Peden (178s; repr., Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 1955), p. 229. The reply to Governor John Henry of Maryland, dated
December 31, 1797, appears as Appendix 111 in the ). W. Randolph edition
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(Richmand, 1853), p. 243. Jefferson’s concern for “past revolutionary his-
tory” was somewhat self-serving. After all, it was his life story. The quo-
tation comes from a letter from Jefferson to Joel Barlow, April 16, 1811,
reprinted in Albert E. Bergh and Andrew Lipscomb, eds., The Writings
of Thomas Jefferson (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office,
1903), vol. 13, p. 44. For more on the framers’ views of history, see my
Revolution and Regencration: Life Cycle and the Historical Vision of the
Generation of 1776 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1983).

Richard Dawkins shared his views on religion, in response to 9/11, in A
Devils Chaplain (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2003), p. 157.

On population increases in early modern cities (discussed in Chapter
3), see Allan Sharlin, “Natural Decrease in Early Modern Cities: A Recon-
sideration,” Past and Present 79 (1978): 127, 128. Robert Cowley, What Ifs?
of American History: Eminent Historians Imagine What Might Have Been
(New York: Putnam, 2003), p. xiii.

On "Murphy’s Law” see Arthur Bloch, Murphy’s Law, 26th ed. (New
York: Penguin, 2003); on “the Peter Principle,” see Laurence ). Peter and
Raymond Hull, The Peter Principle (New York: Morrow, 1969); on “Parkin-
sons Law," see C. Northcote Parkinson, Parkinson’s Law (Boston: Hough-
ton, 1957)—all classics. On Clea’s snout, sce Daniel Boorstin, Cleopatras
Nose: Essays on the Unexpected in History (New York: Random House,
1994), p. ix. Edward Ayer’s In the Presence of Mine Enemies: War in the
Heart of America (New York: Norton, 2003), p. 148, explores but one of
the many ironies in the coming of the Civil War.

Chapter 4's discussion of the collapsc of the Twin Towers draws on The
9/11 Commission Report: Authorized Edition (New York: Norton, 2004), p.
339. The paraphrase from my Seven Fires: The Urban Infernos That Re-
shaped Amterica (New York: PublicAflairs, 2006), pp- 366-68, is still chill-
ing reading to me. On Hume's idea of causation, see Treatise of Human
Understanding, bK. 1, p. 171. Steven Pinker, The Stuff of Thought: Language
as a Window into Human Nature (New York: Viking, 2007), pp. 189, 190,
is the source of the quotations on time, cause, and space.

Karl Marx’s Poverty of Philosophy [1847] quotation in Chapter 4 comes
from Howard Selsam and Harry Martel, eds., Reader in Marxist Philoso-
phy (New York: International, 1963), p. 188. For Hitler’s views on history,
even more chilling than the design failures of the Twin Towers, sce Adolph
Hitler, Mein Kampf, trans. Ralph Manheim (New York: Reynal, 1939),
p- 390. Fukuyama’s riff on his own work appears at www.marxists.org/
reference/subject/philosophy/works/us/fukuyama.htm. See Niall Ferguson,
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“Empires with Expiration Dates,” Foreign Policy, September 1, 2006, p. 47,
for the quote in the text.

Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum, Salem Possessed: The Sacial Qri-
gins of Witchcraft (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1974), pp.
212, 150, 139. An informal survey of American history survey textbooks
shows that the Putnam-Porter quarrel, with reference to Salem Possessed,
is the gold standard for explanations of the Salem witchcraft crisis. Mal-
colm Gladwell’s introduction to The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can
Make a Big Difference (Boston: Little, Brown, 2000), is one of the most
quoted modern discussions of historical causation. Gladwell's own Web
page (www.gladwell.com/tippingpoint/index.html) repeats the key themes
of the book and is the source of the quotations in the text. Thomas Kuhn,
The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1962), pp. 182-91, explains paradigm shifting. | heard Thomas Kuhn
talk about Copernicus and scientific revolutions when I was an under-
graduate at the University of Rochester in 1962, 'The theory, now much
criticized, remains a classic in many more ficlds than history of science.

Robert K. Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure (New York: Free
Press, 1949), included the new term self-fulfilling prophecy. Merton was onc
of the most fruitful and frequently quoted thinkers of the mid-twentieth
century, and his many contributions to our language—for example, rofe
expectation, insider, and focus group—are still in use. See David Hume’s
Treatise of Human Nature (London: Noon, 1739), p. xiii, for his most com-
monly quoted explanation of the early application of scientific method.

For the quotations in Chapter 4 on the controversy over Time on
the Cross, see Robert William Fogel and Stanley .. Engerman, Time on
the Cross; Evidence and Methods, A Supplement (Baston: Little, Brown,
1974}, p. 4; Herbert G. Gutman and Richard Sutch, “The Slave Family:
Protected Agent of Capitalist Masters or Victim of the Slave Trade?” ch.
3 of Reckoning with Slavery, by Paul A. David ct al. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1976), p. 96; Herbert G. Gutman, Slavery and the Num-
bers Game, rev. ed. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2003), p. 38;
Robert William Fogel and Stanley L. Engerman, “Explaining the Rela-
tive Efficiency of Slave Agriculture in the Antebellum South” American
Fconomic Review 70 (1980): 672, and Robert William Fogel, Without
Consent or Contract: The Rise and Fail of American Slavery (New York:
Norton, 1989), p. 9.

The Rosenberg- Kessler Harris battle discussed in Chapter 4 played out
in EEOC v. Sears Roebuck Company, U.S, District Court for the Northern



District of Illinois 628 F. Supp. 1264 (1986). Quotations are from the opin-
ion of the court and from Thomas Haskell and Sanford Levinson’s “Sym-
posium on Academic Freedom: Academic Freedom and Expert Witness-
ing: Historians and the Sears Case” Texas Law Review 66 (1988): 1630,
1650. Kessler-Harris’s reply appeared as “Academic Freedom and Expert
Witnessing: A Response to Haskell and Levinson,” Texas Law Review 67
(1988): 432. Haskell and Levinsen's rejoinder is “On Academic Freedom
and Hypothetical Pools: A Reply to Alice Kessler-Harris,” Texas Law Re-
view 67 (1989): 1594.

The standard work on Kinsey is James H. Jones, Alfred Kinsey: A Public/
Private Life (New York: Norton, 1998). George Fitzhugh's comments, from
Cannibals All!, were excerpted in Eric L. McKitrick, ed. Slavery Defended
(Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1963), p. 44.

Hitler's Mein Kampf, p. 212, introduced the “big lie,” which T discuss in
Chapter 5. Peter Sagal’s delightful romp through “very naughty things and
how ta do them,” The Book of Vice (New York: HarperCollins, 2007), p- 113,
discusses the swifiboat episode. | discussed Michael Bellesiles's Journal of
American History article in Past Imperfect, with quotations on pp. 145-51.
For Woodrow Wilson's misrepresentations, see A History of the American
Peaple, Documentary Edition (New York: Harper, 1901) vol. 1, pp. 13, 28, 64,
and vol. 10, pp. 17-18; Claude G. Bowers, The Tragic Era, The Revolution
after Lincoln (New York: Literary Guild, 1929), p. 216; Allan Nevins and
Henry Steele Commager, A Pocket History of the United States (New York:
Harper, 1942), pp. 4, $» 24. 53, 94, 248, and 249; Paul H. Buck, The Road 10
Reunion, 1865-1900 (New York: Knopf, 1937), pp. 25-26, 13, 35, 294, 295,
309. E. Merton Coulter, The South during Reconstruction, 186s-1877 (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1947), used Buck.

Full disclosure: 1 met both Buck and Coulter, the first at Harvard, in
the 1960s, the second when I went to teach at Georgia, in 1978. Bath small
gentlemen, bowed with age, they were courteous and showed no awareness
that what they had written could be scen as racist or biased in any way.

Scott Adams describes the weasel-zone in Ditbert and the Way of the
Weasel (New York: Harper Business, 2002), p. 5. Albert Bandura, Social
Learning Theory (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1977), explains how
criminals learn to rationalize their conduct. “Bullshit” may involve lying,
as Harry G. Frankfurt tells us in On Bullshit (Princeton: Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2005), p. 9.

Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr, in Journals, 1952-2000, ed. Andrew Schie-
singer and Stephen Schlesinger (New York: Penguin, 2007), pp. 838, 840,
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- tells us about lying. The comments on Truman and Kennedy quoted in
Chapter 6 appear on pp. 22, 57, and 334. .

The quotation in Chapter s from John Demos, The Unredeemed Cap-
tive: A Family Story from Early America (New York: Knopf, 1994), is from
pp- 189-90; Demos, “In Search of Reasons for Historians to Read Novels.”
American Historical Review 103 (December 1998): 1527, poses the novel-
istic alternative. T. H. Breen, Imagining the Past: East Hampton Histories
(Athens: Universily of Georgia Press, 1996), pp. 14, 15, and Daniel K. Rich-
ter, Facing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early America
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2001), pp- 9. 13, explore the
possibilities that a more open conversation between reader and author
can dispel the anxiety about the uncertainties of history.

Regarding the discussion of experimental history in Chapter s, see
Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Midwifes Tale, the Life of Martha Ballard,
Based on her Diary, 1785-1812 (New York: Knopf, 1991), p. 33, and Mar-
tha Hodes, “Experimental History in the Classroom,” AHA Perspectives
45 {May 2007): 38. Neither Ulrich nor Hodes would agree that they were
advocating “lying,” but calling invention “experimental” or doing what Ul-
rich does 10 fill in the gaps is artifice, surely. Rhys Isaac’s “Discourse on
Method™ at the end of his The Transformation of Virginia, 1740-1790 (Cha-
pel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1982}, is a madel of its kind.
The quotation in the text is from P 325.

Dan Brown’s revelations were reported in Dan Brown, “Witness State-
ment,” London Times, Law News, March 14, 2006. For Frey, see thesmok-
inggun.com/archive/owo4061jamestreyr.himl. Haleys Roots was outed in
Philip Nobile's “Uncovering Roots,” Village Voice, February 23, 1993. The
true story of Rigoberta Menchi appears in Ron Robin's Scandals and Scoun-
drels: Seven Cases That Shook the Academy (Berkeley: University of Cali-
fornia Press, 2004), pp. 166-92. See also Nancy Milford, “The False Mem-
oir: All the Shouting about A Million Little Pieces Is Part of a Long Debate
That Dates to the Origins of Writing," Washington Post, February s, 2006, p.
BWho, and Maric Arana, “The Way I Saw It: Chronicling a Life Requires the
Imagination of a Storyteller,” Washington Post, February s, 2006, p. Bos.

On puns in law reviews, sce Thomas E. Baker's bibliography of law
school humor in the Drake Law Review 51 (2002): 105-49, entitled “A
Compendium of Clever and Amusing Law Review Writings,” which in-
cludes a section on the punning titles. James Axtell’s talk about teaching
history is “The Pleasures of Teaching History,” History Teacher 34 (2001),
www historycooperative.org/journals/ht/34.4/axtellhtml.
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H. Stuart Hughes was cither a demigod or a demon, depending on onc’s
politics, when | was a graduate student at Harvard. A superb slightly lefi-
of-center European intellectual historian, he wore red ties to department
meetings to infuriate his more conservative colleagues (so 1 was told). His
comment on history, art, and scicnce appears in H. Stuart Hughes, His-
tory as Art and as Science: Twin Vistas on the Past (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1975), p. 3.

Most of the quotations in Chapter 6 that do not have citations in the
text come from my Past Imperfect, pp. 60-72, n5-21. The quotes from
Harry Elmer Barnes's The New History and the Social Sciences (New York:
Century, 1922), are on p. 13 {cancessions to the first of many new histo-
ries) and p. 6 (on history and politics). David Donald, “Review Note,'
American Historical Revietv 74 (December 1968): 532, 533, fits into the long
history of histarical writing and criticism, inelegantly termed “historiog-
raphy” Arthur Schlesinger, The Vital Center (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
1949), Pp- 1, 10, 249, 251, stirred great controversy at the time. His 1996
comment appears in Past Imperfect, p. 4. Dated but still the best sur-
vey of American historical writing and thought up to the 1960s is John
Higham, History: Professional Scholarship in America, rev. ed. {Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins, 1989).

Alan B. Spitzer, Historical Truth and Lies about the Past (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina, 1989}, pp. 97-115, deconstructs the
Bitburg episode brilliantly. Quotations from Reagan appear on pp.
98 and 99. The newspaper smear of Burr first appeared in the Ga-
zette of the United States on August 2, 1805, and the “Queries” were
widely reprinted. John C. Calhoun's March 16, 1836, speech was re-
printed in The Works of John C. Calhoun (New York: Appleton, 1851),
vol. 2, pp. 626, 627. On Sheehy’s mistake, see www.dailyhowler.com/
hoois98_z.shtml. Clarkes goof is lambasted in www.danieldrezner.com/
archives/oo1188.html. For the (only, I'm happy to report) negative re-
view of my Great New York Conspiracy of 1741, see Winthrop Jordan.
“Review” Law and History Review 23 (2005): 21213, “While this study
gives a separate, helpful ‘chronology” of events, the index is so incom-
plete as to be dangerous, especially for student use” Full disclosure:
Winthrop Jordan was a superb historian of slavery, but we disagreed
about the economic (me) versus the racial and sexual (him) origins
and deployment of the institution. The full text of the Lincoln-Douglas
debates of 1858 is at lincoln lib.niu.edu/debates.html. ‘The two speeches
by President George W. Bush, in 2004 and 2006, are available at
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transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0405/21/se.01.htmi, and www,
whitchouse.gov/news/relcases/2006/01/2006013110.html.

‘The Donald Rumsfeld interview discussed in Chapter 6 is reported in
David von Drehle, “Wrestling with History," Washington Post November
13, 2005, p. W12. The South Carolina abortion case is The State, Respon-
dent v, Regina D. McKnight, 352 S.C. 635 (2003). Supreme Court opinions
in the other cases can be found at lexis.com. The “Southern Manifesto” ap-
pears in Congressional Record, 84th Cong., 2nd sess., vol. 102, pt. 4 (March
12, 1956): 4459-60. | have taken the Southern Manifesto and the response
of the southern newspapers to Brown from Waldo E. Martin Jr., Brown
v. Board of Education: A Brief History with Documents (Boston: Bedford,
1998), pp. 204, 220-21.

The story of Sean Wilentz's part in the Clinton impeachment hearings
is told in my Past Imperfect, pp. 122-27. John Kerry's hometown news-
paper reference became the Web version of an urban rumor. See www.
truthorfiction.com/rumors/e/endorsements. hum. Howard Dean was in-
terviewed on December 6, 20035, on WOAI in San Antonio. The widely
reported remarks appeared at www.cnn.com/2005/POLITICS/12/06/dean.
iraq.1935. President Bush channeled President Truman on more than one
occasion. For the West Point commencement address in 2006, see www.
whitchouse.gov/news/releases/2006/05/20060527-1.tml. For the 2002
speech, see www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/ 2002/06/20020601-3.htn).
William Henry Seward warned about the irrepressible conflict in 1858; see
www.nvhistory.com/central/conflict.htm.

Stephen Breyer’s Active Liberty: Interpreting Our Democratic Constitution
{(New York: Knopf, 2005) 1s one of the most literate and persuasive essays
on our law by anyone charged with interpreting it. This may be because
Breyer has spent his entire career in academe and on the bench, and not
in politics. For Haskell and Levinsons final remarks on the Sears case, see
Iaskell and Levinson, "On Academic Freedom and Hypothetical Pools,” p.
1594. The AHA Statement on Standards as revised in 2004 and approved in
2005, is online at www.historians.org/pubs/Free/ProfessionalStandards.cfm.

On Ambrose, discussed in Chapter 7 see my Past Imperfect, pp.
180-89. In an interview on popular history, Laurel Thatcher Ulrich was
quoted in Matthew Price, “Hollow History,” Boston Globe, October 24,
2004. p. Ex. For Herbert Spencer’s “first principle,” see his Socia! Statics
(18s5; repr., New York: Appleton, 1913), p. s5. For more on the National
History Standards, including the quotes from Gary Nash, see my Past
Imperfect, pp. 105-6.
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James Kirkpatrick's less-than-cpic poesy appeared in The Sea-Piece: A
Narrative, Philosophical, and Descriptive Poem in Five Cantos (London:
Cooper, 1750). The quotations come from pp. xxii, xxiii, xxiv. Stephen
Qates described his travail in “I Stood Accused of Plagiarism,” History
News Network, April 15, 2002, hnn.us/articles/658.html. One of his ac-
cusers, Michael Burlingame, replied with line and verse quoted here; see
“Michael Burlingame’s Response to Stephen Oates,” http://historynews-
network.org/articles/article.htmi?id=648. The quotation from Oates's Bi-
ography as High Adventure (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press,
1986), appears on p. 137. Posner’s views are expressed in “Plagiarism—Pos-
ner Post” April 24, 2005, www.becker-posner-blog.com/archives/200s/04/
plagiarismposne.html, and in Posner’s Little Book of Plagiarism (New
York: Pantheon, 2007).

The bible of game theory is Contributions to the Theory of Games, 4
vols., eds. H. W. Kuhn and A. W. Tucker (Princeton: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1950-59). [ have used with profit Shaun P. H. Heap and Yanis
Varoufakis's Game Theory: A Critical Text, and ed. (London: Routledge,
2004), and Peter C. Ordeshook's Game Theory and Political Theory: An
Introduction (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1986). Sylvia Nasar's
A Beautiful Mind: a Biography of John Forbes Nash, Jr. Winner of the No-
bel Prize in Economics, 1994 (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1998) is an
admiring biography.

The Micmac and the French offer their conflicting accounts of the en-
counter described in Chapter 8 in my Sensory Worlds in Early America
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003), p. 4. My treatment of
the philosophers in chapter 8 is confessedly episodic and anecdotal. [ ad-
mit to source mining. See George Berkeley'’s Treatise Concerning the Prin-
ciples of Human Knowledge (1734 repr., New York: Penguin, 1988), pp. 12,
49, 79, 89.

Derrida quotations come from Speech and Phenoniena, trans. David B.
Allison (Evanston: Northwestern University Press), p. 68; Of Granumatol-
ogy, trans. G. C. Spivak (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1974),
p. 158, and “As )f It Were Possible” in Michel Meyer's Questioning Der-
rida (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2001), p. 105. On Derrida, I consulted John D.
Caputo, The Prayers and Tears of Jacques Derrida (Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1997); Peter Fenves, “Derrida and History,” in Derrida
and the Humanities, ed. Tom Cohen (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2001), pp. 271-92; Christopher Norris, Deconstruction: Theory and
Practice (London: Routledge, 2002); Barry Stocker, Routledge Philosophy
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Guidebook to Derrida on Deconstruction (London: Routledge, 2006), and
the essays in Jack Reynolds and Jonathan Rofte, eds., Understanding Der-
rida (New York: Continuum, 2004).

Richard J. Evans’s take on the deconstructionists is far casier to read. In
other words, good philosophy of history is argument that can be shared
with non-experts. See In Defense of History (New York: Norton, 1999), p.
83. His lamentation on the philosophy of history appears on p. 9. But he
agrees that “the theory of history is too important to be left to the theore-
ticians” (p. 12). This formulation of the duty of historians to examine their
own discipline (arrived at independently by both him and me) originates
from Georges Clemenceau’s famous epigram, “La guerre! Ceest une chose
trop grave pour la confier A des militaires” (War is too important to be left
to the generals). David D. Roberts's comment on deconstruction appears
in his Nothing but History: Reconstruction and Extremity after Melaphysics
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995), pp- 180, 181

John Tosh’s plea for historical awareness appears in The Pursuit of His-
tory, p. 22. “Wuz you dere?” was the communist refutation of scholarship
contrary o the teachings of Marx and Lenin, according to the official
party line. My parents, good socialists, hated it.

Gilbert Ryle, The Concept of Mind (London: Hutchinsan, 1949), p. 16,
offers the now-classic query “But where is the university?™ A. . Ayer's
classic work Language, Truth, and Logic first appeared in 1936. | have used
the later edition (London: Gollancz, 1946), pp. 100, 104, 102.

‘The definition of pragmatism from its founder, Charles Sanders Peirce,
appears in Philip P. Wicner, ed., Charles Sanders Peirce: Selected Writings
(New York: Dover, 1966), p. 183. William James’s lectures on pragmatism,
in the 1906-7 academic year, became the classic Pragmatism. The quota-
tion is from Giles Gunn, ed., William Janies: Pragmatism and Other Writ-
ings (New York: Penguin, 2000), p. 113. Not only is John Dewey’s De-
mocracy and Education: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education
(New York: Macmillan, 1916) a classic, but it influenced the physical and
psychological shape of education in New York City. Desks and chairs once
bolted to the floor became movable as teachers turned classrooms into
miniature democratic committees and students learned to work in teams.
The quotation appears on p. 94. Dewey’s presentism blossoms in his essay
“Historical Judgments” in Logic: The Theory of Inquiry (New York: Holt,
1938), 235. A close and persuasive reading of Dewey’s presentism is Wil-
liam H. Dray, On History and Philosophers of History (Leiden: E. J. Brill,

1989), 164-83.
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Kurt Godel is so difficult to follow that only a few brave souls {outside
the community of mathematicians) have ventured to follow his tracks.
See Rebecca Goldstein, Incompleteness: ‘the Proof and Paradox of Kurt
Gidel (New York: Norton, 2005). The Godel quotation is from the book’s
frontispiece. David Horowitz weighs in on the majority-minority ques-
tion in his Unholy Alliance: Radical Islam and the American Left (New
York: Regnery, 2006). The quotation comes from the blurb for the book
at the frontpagemagazine.com bookstore page, www.donationreport.com/
init/controllcrIProcessEmryCmd?key’DBQoU3WoR8. Richard Dawkins,
“God's Utility Function,” Scientific American, November 1995, p. 85, is the
source for the lack of pattern in genetic activity.

Benoit B. Mandelbrot explains himself and his theory in The Fractal Ge-
ometry of Nature (San Francisco: W. H. Frecman, 1982). A popular version
appears in James Gleick, Chaos: Making a New Science (New York: Viking,
1987). Georges Santayana, The Life of Reason (New York: Scribners, 1906),
vol. 1, pp- 1-2, asks the question that will drive the five-volume survey and,
on p. 2, admits that the philosopher’s ambition is to speak for the entire race.

The quotation from Lord Acton in Chapter g is from Lecturcs on Mod-
ern History (New York: Macmillan, 1952), p. 24 O'Sullivan’s Manifest
Destiny can be found at www.mtholyoke.edulacadlintrellosulliva.htm.
Theodore Roosevelt speaks in The Man in the Arena: Selected Writings of
Theodore Roosevelt (Ferndale, Penn.: Forge, 2004}, p. 20. U. B. Phillips’s
American Negro Slavery (1918; repr., New York: Appleton, 1929), pp. 454
455, espoused the racialist view of slave character.

The discussion of the Lipstadt-Irving case appears in Jamil Zinaldin,
“The Price of Truth! AHA Perspectives, January 2002, and Deborah Lip-
stadt, History on Trial: My Day in Court with David Irving {New York:
Harper Collins, 2005), with the quotations from pp. 289-90. ‘The judicial
ruling was widely reported in the British press. Sce, e.g., David Pallister,
“The Judgment: Judge Condemns Deliberate Falsification of Historical
Record” Guardian (London), April 12, 2000, p. 6.

Augustine’s City of God is grim reading for the sinner. The quotation is
from Augustine, On the Two Cities (New York: Ungar, 1957), p- 66. For the
historians of religion, sec Edward Whiting Fox, “Editor’s introduction”
to E. Harris Harbison, The Age of Reformation {Ithaca: Cornell Univer-
sity Press, 1955), pp. viii, ix; Harbison, Age of Reformation, p. 55 Arnold |.
Toynbee, A Study of History, vol. 4, The Breakdown of Civilizations (1939;
repr., New York: Oxford University Press, 1962), p. 227, which casts a skep-
tical eye on all religion.
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Excerpts from Johnson and Mather texts are reproduced in Perry
Miller and Thomas 11 Johnson, eds., The Puritans: A Source Buok of
Their Writings (New York: Harper, 1938), pp. 144, 163; Michael P. Winship,
Muaking Heretics: Militant Protestantism and Free Grace in Massachusetts,
1636-1641 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002), p. 230. To be fair
and forthcoming, 1 should admit that Michael Winship is my collcague
and 1 have spent much time with him listening and learning. Winship's
take on theology is the opposile of George M. Marsden’s, but when they
set about their scholarly labors they converge. Sec Marsden, Jonathan Ed-
wards: A Life (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003), p. 502. The other
quotations are from Sidney E. Ahistrom, A Religious History of the Ameri-
can People (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1972}, 1096, 13.

Steven Pinker’s essay on the short-lived Harvard College curriculum
requirements that 1 discuss in the Conclusion is “Less Faith and More
Reason.” Harvard Crimson October 27, 2006. Lawrence M. Krauss added
his “amen” to Pinker in “Reason, Unfettered by Faith,” Chronicle of Higher
Education, January 12, 2007, p. B2o. ‘The last Krauss quotation comes from
his Hiding in the Mirror: The Mysterious Allure of Extra Dimensions, From
Plato to String Theory and Beyond (New York: Viking, 200s), p. 12. Stephen
J. Gould's views appear in Gould, “Nonoverlapping Magisteria,” Natural
History 106 (March 1997): 16-22. Ralph Waldo Emerson, “The American
Scholar,” address 1o the Phi Beta Kappa Society of Harvard College [1837],
reprinted as The American Scholar (New York: New York Public Library,
1901), p. 14.

A friend. reading this essay, was shocked that it made no mention of
Michel Foucault. Foucault references are a staple of history dissertations
these days, and 1 decided that I did not want to be left out of the mob, as
it were. Roberts's Nothing but History, p. 184, offers a most succinct and
sympathetic summary of Foucauh: “Foucault has been a major source of
the postmodern notion that ‘man,” which once scemed the transcendent
and enduring subject, dissolves into impersonal systems that are histori-
cally specific” Foucault himself taught us 1o look for the discontinuities.
the interruptions that are the stuft of real lives. Instead of movements and
progress, we need to probe how our own ruling assumptions govern not
only our view of the past but how we constructed that past. But there is
a little too much seli-reflection in this for me. A sample, an apology of
sorts, appears in Foucault’s Archavology of Knowledge (London: Routledge
Classics, 2002), p. 18: “I console myself with the thought that . . . in order
lo carry out its task {this work] had first to free itself from these various
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methods and forms of history. . . . Hence the cautious stumbling manner
of this text: at ‘every turn, it stands back, measures up what is before it,
gropes towards its limits, stumbles against what it does not mean, and
-digs pits to mark out its own path. At every turn, it denounces any pos-
sible confusion. It rejects its identity, without previously stating: 1 am nei-
ther this nor that” Fair enough. '
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- past Imperfect: facts. Fiction. And Fraud in the Weiting of a' erican

History (Public Affaris. , 2004).

- Server fires: the urban infernos that reshaped American History

(Public Affaris. , 2006).

- The Brave new world: a history of early American (Johns Hopkins.

2007).
- The supreme court: an essential history (Kansas. 2007).

- The Treason Trials of Aron Burr (Kansas. 2007).
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